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IT'S ALL IN THE NAME!

Some of the following may seem repetitive but I now have more “concrete” information about the
name of this wonderful church we attend. You may recall that I told you through “Mom™ Squires,
“Remembrances”, that the first Vicar of this church decided on the name as “Christ Church”. I am
certain he must have had the approval of the Vestry, but uncertain as to whether The Bishop of Utah
gave his approval. Remember, Nevada did not have a bishop and we were under the care of the See
of Utah for many years. Be that as may, Fr. Grey did name the church. The church bell, in our tower,
calls all to worship and has inscribed on one side the following dedication: “Christ Church, Las
Vegas, Nevada, Mission est. 1907 by Rev. Harry G. Gray” and on the other side the last clause of
the Lord’s Prayer “For thine is the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.”

In naming the church in Las Vegas, “Christ Church”, meant we now had two “Episcopal Christ
Churches™ located in the county of Lincoln. Of course, that became a mute point when Las Vegas
became part of Clark County.

In 1947, The Right Rev. William Fisher Lewis, Bishop of the Missionary District of Nevada, sat in
on a Vestry meeting where he proposed the church be named, “CHRIST THE KING”, and the
members of the Vestry agreed and IT WAS SO! This name change infuriated Delphine “Mom”
Squires (one of the founders of the church) to the point she began attending the Methodist Church
and determined not to return to “her” church until the name was changed to the original, Christ
Church. The interesting part of this story is that Charles “Pop” Squires (also a founder), was a voting
member of that same Vestry! We all know that once something is named it is difficult to think of
it in other terms. Shakespeare said, “a rose by any other name would smell a sweet”! Consequently
the church continued to be called Christ Church though officially the name was “Christ the King™!

How many people were aware of the facts reported above is difficult to determine and so in 1993,
during the Vestry Meeting of September 20" the “Treasurer, John Curtis, announced that the name
of the church would be changed to Christ Church Episcopal and that the members of the Vestry will
be appointed Trustees and it will be a non-profit organization. This item does not require a vote.”
WOW! The mystery deepens - but fortunately by going to the source - the fresh air of truth makes
another interesting story. I had two choices: ask an attorney or simply call John and ask him why the
Re-incorporation was done. He led me through a few facts: 1. The State of Nevada requires that all
corporations must use the legal name of the corporation 2. In an effort to comply it had been decided
that the name of the church should be “Christ Church (Episcopal)” which over the years we easily
referred ourselves to be. 3. We are also a member of the “Protestant Episcopal Church of the United
States of America”, the thought was it would be simpler to shorten the name on legal documents
to Christ Church (Episcopal) AND THEY DID!

I personally think it more appropriate to use the name of “Christ the King”..... after all we

celebrate our Birthday on Christ the King Day. I know there are many other churches named

Christ Church, but isn’t it a bit presumptuous of all of us to think we use HIS NAME?
TRULY IT IS ALL IN THE NAME

Louise “Rusty” Fortier, Archivist
November 17, 2008
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